
Identify Common Invasive 
Shrubs, Vines, and Small Trees 



Vine? yes Corkscrew twist 
around its victim? 

yes 

1. Oriental Bittersweet

no 

no 

Orange flowers all along stem, rather 
than only at tips of stems? Leaves 
rounded, not elliptical? Emerging leaves 
folded flat along mid-vein?  

yes 

yes yes 

yes 
Arching canes? Leaves have 5-7 parts? 
Thorns curve back toward center? 
Canes not bright red-purple? 
Spring: White rose-like blossoms? 

      

2. Multiflora Rose

no 

3. Japanese Barberryyes 

yes 
4. Burning Bush (winged
euonymus)

no 

5. Bush Honeysuckleyes 

7. Glossy Buckthorn

Wings along branches? 

Leaves elliptical? Flowers only at 
stem tips?  Emerging leaves folded 
as a scroll? Native, rare. Let it be.

Start 
Here 
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Identify Common Invasive Vines, 
Shrubs, & Small Trees 

Thorns? 
Shrub 
or small 
tree? 

no 

Bush-like, not canes? 
Straight thorns emerging where leaf 
joins branch? 
Fall: Hard oval red berries? 

no 

no 

Light tan branches growing from twisting roots? Spring: sweet-smelling 
tubular white flowers? Fall: Red berries? Last to lose leaves in fall; first to 
get leaves in spring? Leaves opposite?  Hollow stems and twigs? 

yes 6. Autumn OliveLeaves alternate, oblong, smooth edges, glossy on top, silvery underside? 

Leaves roundish tips, glossy on top, smooth edges? Trunk grey-brown 
with visible whitish spots (lenticels)? Berries start red, then black? Berries 
in multiple stages on bush at same time? Leaves stay green longer than 
other plants?  Red root when pulled? 

yes 




