
 

Contractor:  Land Stewardship, Inc. is a native 

landscape management company that specializes in 

planning and implementing ecological restoration and 

land management projects. LSI focuses on restoring 

native New England biodiversity with an emphasis on 

habitats of at-risk plant and wildlife species.  The 

company works with landowners, non-profit 

conservation organizations, land trusts, municipalities, 

and federal/state agencies on small and landscape-scale 

projects alike. info@landstewardshipinc.com 

 

Consultants and Program Presenters 
 

Laurie Sanders helped us inventory and plan for our land 

in 2014 and has offered advice and support ever since. She 

became co-executive director of Historic Northampton in 

2016.  Sanders is a naturalist, writer, and the former host 

of Field Notes, a weekly natural history series that aired on 

NEPR for a decade.  In 2014 she completed an ecological 

assessment of all of Northampton’s city-owned 

conservation areas, which include more than 30 properties 

and over 2,500 acres.  In fall 2015, she presented a six-part 

lecture series, Rediscovering Northampton: Local History 

Viewed Through An Ecological Lens. 

ANaturalFocus@Crocker.com. 

 

Cynthia Boettner, Invasive Plant Control Initiative 

Coordinator, Silvio O. Conte National Wildlife Refuge   

Located within parts of four New England states: New 

Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, and Connecticut, 

the Silvio O. Conte National Fish and Wildlife Refuge is 

the only refuge of its kind to encompass an entire 

watershed. The Refuge works in partnership with a 

wide variety of individuals and organizations to provide 

environmental education, to encourage and support 

appropriate habitat conservation and management on 

public and private lands, and to protect habitat.  

2014: Consultant Laurie Sanders (left) advises 

members of Lathrop's Land Conservation 

Committee 

Chris Polatin (right) and Joan Deely (middle) of 

Land Stewardship, Inc. help us plan invasives 

removal work, 2014. 

Please pick up more information about these helpers at our exhibit table in the lobby 

Cynthia Boettner leads a 2014 workshop at Lathrop on 

invasive Japanese stilt grass. 

Lathrop's "Free Fifty":  Those Who Helped UsLathrop's "Free Fifty":  Those Who Helped UsLathrop's "Free Fifty":  Those Who Helped Us 



Land acquisition activities have resulted in the protection of key habitats for neotropical migratory birds, waterfowl, 

and threatened and endangered species. Through partnerships, the Service has reached across the watershed to 

support and encourage conservation and environmental education efforts by others. Additionally, the refuge has 

conducted conservation, education, and interpretation activities since the refuge was established, including the es-

tablishment of one partnership-based visitor center, a visitor contact station, and a variety of visitor contact points.  

https://www.fws.gov/refuge/silvio_o_conte/. Cynthia_Boettner@fws.gov.  

 

Marianne Piche, Habitat Biologist with the Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife,                      

and Nikki Thibault, Soil Conservationist Intern with the Natural Resources Conservation Services.  

 

 

The Massachusetts Division of Fisheries & Wildlife is responsible for the conservation of freshwater fish and wildlife, 

including endangered plants and animals. We restore, protect, and manage state Wildlife Management Areas for 

wildlife to thrive and for people to enjoy. We offer funding assistance to owners of conserved private or municipal 

lands through our Habitat Management Grant Program. We also partner with the Natural Resources Conservation 

Service to assist landowners in conducting habitat management on their properties. With nearly 80% of land in Mas-

sachusetts being privately owned we recognize the significance of landowners’ individual contributions to conserv-

ing our native biodiversity.  http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dfg/dfw/wildlife-habitat-conservation/ 

The United States Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is a federal agency 

that helps America’s farmers, ranchers and forest landowners conserve the nation’s soil, water, air and other natural 

resources. NRCS conservationists provide technical expertise and conservation planning for landowners who want 

to make conservation improvements to their land. The agency offers financial assistance through programs author-

ized under the federal Farm Bill. NRCS also provides incentives to landowners to put wetlands, agricultural land, 

grasslands and forests under long-term easements. All programs are voluntary and offer science-based solutions that 

benefit both the landowner and the environment. In Massachusetts, the agency has offices in USDA Service Centers 

in Greenfield, Hadley, Holden, Pittsfield, Westford, West Wareham and West Yarmouth, which work with local con-

servation districts and other partners to serve farmers and landowners in their area. www.ma.nrcs.usda.gov  

State habitat  biologist Marianne 

Piche (front) and NRCS intern Nikki 

Thibault (rear), on a 2014 inventory 

of our land, point out bear tracks to 

Lathrop residents. 

http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dfg/dfw/wildlife-habitat-conservation/
http://www.ma.nrcs.usda.gov


Tom Sullivan, Master of Arts in Landscape 

Design www.PollinatorsWelcome.com. Since 

2008, Tom Sullivan has been meeting the 

pollinator crisis by consulting with land stewards, 

designing pollinator attracting landscapes, and 

giving talks and workshops always emphasizing 

the need to balance significant losses of pollinator 

habitat, and the dangers of ubiquitous use of 

systemic pesticides in lawn and garden products. 

This June, Tom’s design for the Erving Elementary 

School won a “Bee Space” Award at the Bee Fest 

in Greenfield that was by beekeeper Governor 

Duval Patrick. Pollinators Welcome’s mission is to 

restore significant acres of habitat by creating 

opportunities to connect flyways between 

existing refuges and newly created pollinator-attracting plantings.  

 

Kestrel Land Trust is a nationally accredited regional land trust 

that conserves and cares for forests, farms, and river ways in the 

heart of the Pioneer Valley while nurturing an enduring love of the 

land. Founded as The Kestrel Trust in 1970, Kestrel merged with the 

Valley Land Fund in 2011; combined, the organizations have 

protected more than 23,000 acres. Kestrel is currently leading 

collaborative forest protection efforts on a landscape scale and 

coordinates a regional initiative to preserve Valley farmland. In 

addition, Kestrel offers monthly programs to encourage people to 

engage with the outdoors and explore the many special places the 

Valley has to offer.  www.kestreltrust.org 

 

Pascommuck Conservation Trust is a 501(3)(C) non-profit, charitable organization, formed in 1982, which protects 

important land and other natural resources in Easthampton for the public benefit.  PCT has no paid staff and relies on 

volunteers, donations and the support of the community to carry out its mission.  With a focus on the Manhan River, 

the Trust controls 16 properties in Easthampton, comprising approximately 190 acres.  Thirteen properties are 

conservation areas, one is a public park, and two are conservation areas with Agricultural Preservation Restrictions 

(APR).  www.pctland.org 

 

Broad Brook Coalition is an all-volunteer, charitable organization that manages the Fitzgerald Lake Conservation 

Area in collaboration with the Northampton Conservation Commission for the purposes of conservation, passive 

recreation, and watershed protection. Our membership consists of over 225 individuals and families in Northampton 

and neighboring communities. The FLCA presently encompasses 852 acres and contains forest, open meadow, and 

wetland habitats as well as a 40-acre artificial lake. The responsibilities of BBC include trail maintenance and 

improvement, invasive species control, native shrub planting, pasture mowing and periodic water quality analysis, as 

well as the presentation of a series of educational Walks and Talks throughout the year. 

www.broadbrookcoalition.org 

Kestrel Land Trust's Monica Green and 

Kat Deely (at rear) consult with Lathrop 

about conserving our land. 

Tom Sullivan (left) consults with residents 



Grants 

Northampton's Community Preservation Committee. The Community Preservation Act (CPA) allows 

communities to create a local Community Preservation Fund to raise money through a surcharge of up to three 

percent of the real estate tax levy on real property for open space protection, historic preservation and the provision 

of affordable housing. The act also created a state matching fund to supplement local revenues collected.            

http://www.northamptonma.gov/1048/Community-Preservation-Committee 

 

Community Foundation of Western Massachusetts administers a charitable endowment consisting of nearly 

600 separately identified funds ($121 million) serving the three counties bordering the Connecticut River in western 

Massachusetts (Hampden, Hampshire, and Franklin Counties). http://communityfoundation.org/about-us/ 

 

Kendal Charitable Funds was established in 1989 as a nonprofit organization to support the charitable purpose of 

the Kendal System of communities, as well as services and programs for older adults in the wider community. 

PURPOSE: To inspire the greatest commitment of resources in fulfillment of the System’s aspiration to “Together, 

transform the experience of aging.” Through compelling cases for support, Kendal Charitable Funds raises and grant 

funds to further Kendal activities, both within the System and in the wider world, striving to affect positively the 

experience of older people. Kendalcharitablefunds.org 

 

Permits and Guidance 

Easthampton City Planner Jessica Allan and  Assistant Planner Jamie Webb have met with us a number of times, 

facilitating our applications to the Conservation Commission headed by Melissa Coady, which oversees the local 

implementation of the state Wetlands Protection Act and Rivers Protection Act, the city's Open Space Plan and 

several conservation areas held by the city. https://www.easthampton.org/index.php/planning 

    

Northampton Sarah LaValley, the city's Conservation, Preservation, and Land Use Planner, facilitated not only the 

grant process mentioned earlier, but also our application for permits from the Conservation Commission, which 

evaluated the work in the Northampton land on both campuses, finding that the work proposed would result in a 

habitat and resource area improvement.  Wayne Feiden, Director of Planning and Sustainability, met with us to 

explore options for our conservation programs. http://www.northamptonma.gov/924/Planning-Sustainability   


